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‘ ‘ | Nero, having been informed of the defeat of Cestius, 
The Destruction of Jerusalem, &e. |immediately appointed Vespasian, a man of tried valor, 
to prosecute the war against the Jews, who, assisted by 
(Continued from page 178.) | his son Titus, soon collected at Ptolemais an army of 

From the conquest of their country by Pompey, a- | sizly thousand men. From hence, in the spring of 67 
hout sixty years B. C. the Jews had, on several occa- | A. D. he marched into Judea, every where spreading 
sions, mavifested a refractory spirit; but after Judas ' the most cruel] havoc and devastation; the Roman sol- 
the Ganlonite and Sadduc the Pharisee had taught | diers, on various occasions, sparing neither infants nor 
them, that submission to the Roman assessments would the aged. For fifteen months Vespasian proceeded in 
pave the way to a state of abject slavery, this temper | this sanguinary career, during which period he reduced 
displayed itself with increasing malignity and violence. beg the strong towns of Galilee, and the chief of those 
Rebellious tumulte and insurrections became more and |in Judea, destroying at least one hundred and fifty 
more frequent and alarming ; and to these the mercen- thousand of the inhabitants. Among the terrible ca- 
lamities which at this time happened to the Jews, those 
which befel them at Joppa, which had been rebuilt, 
deserve particular notice. Their frequent piracies had 
provoked the vengeance of Vespasian. The Jews fled 
before his army to their ships; but a tempest immed- 





ary exactions of Florns, the Roman governor, net a lit- 
tle contributed. At Jength Eleazer, son of the High 
Priest, porsuaded those who officiated in the temple to 
reject the sacrilices of foreigners, and no longer to offer 
up prayers for them. Thus an insult was thrown apon 


Cesar, his sacrifice rejected, and the foundation of the 
Romen war laid. ‘The disturbances among the Jews 
stil] continuing, Cestins Gallus, president of Syria, 
marched an army into Judea, in order to quell them, 
und bis career was every where marked with blood and 
desolation. As he proceeded, he plundered and bornt 
the beautiful cities of Zabulon, Joppa, and all the villa- 
At Joppa he slew of the in- 
habitants exit thousand four hundred. We laid waste 
(iv district of Narbatene, and, sending an army into 
Galilee, slew there (wo thousand of the seditious Jews. 
Ile then burnt the city of Lydda; and after having re- 


ces which lay in his way. 





pulsed the Jews, who made a desperate sally upon him, 
Cucamped, at length, at the distance of about one mile | 


from Jerusalem. On the fourth day he entered its! 


gules, and burnt three divisions of the city, and might | 
but | 


; 
throush the treacherous persuasion of his officers, in- | 
| 


he most unacounta- | 


bly raised the siege, and fled from the city with the nf- | 


how, by ifs capture, bave put a period to the war; 
stead of pursuing his advantages, 


The Jews, however, pursued bim | 
as far as Antipatris, and, with litte loss Lo themselves, | 
After this | 
disaster had befallen Cestius, the more opulent of the | 


Josephus) forsook Jerusulem as men do a| 


most preeipitation, 
slew of his army nearly eiz thousand men. 


ar wes (say Ss 


‘uking ship. And it is with reason supposed, that on 


this occasion tany of the Christians, or converted ° i 
jrusalem two factions, 


Jews, who dwelt there, recollecting the warnings of 
(heir divine Master, retired to Pella, a place beyond 


Jordan, situated in a mountainous country,* whither | 
(according to Eusebius, who resided near the spot), 
they came from Jerusalem, and settled, before the war} 
(under Vespasian) began. Other providential opportu- | 
nities for escaping afterwards occurred, of whioh, it is 
probable, those who were now left bebind availed | 
themselves ; for it is a striking fact, and such as can 
not be contemplated by the pious mind without senti- 


| enormity. 


tive animosity. 


_cibly entered it during the night. 


iately arose, and pursued such as stood out to sea, and 
overset them, while the rest were dashed vessel] against 
vessel, and against the rocks, in the most tremendous 
manner. In this perplexity some were drowned, some 
were crushed by the broken ships, others killed them- 
selves, and such as reached the shore were slain by the 
merciless Romans. The sea for aleng space was stain- 
ed with blood ; four thousand two hundred dead bo- 
dies were strewed along the coast, and, dreadfu) to re- 
late, not an individual survived to report this great ca- 
lamity at Jerusalem. Such events were foretold by our 
Lord, when he said, ** There shal] be distress of na- 
tions, with perplect/y ; the sea and the wares roaring.” 
Luke xxi. 25. 

Vespasian, after proceeding as far as Jericho, return- 


grand attempt against Jerusalem. 
employed, he received intelligence of the death of Ne- 
ro; whereupon, not knowing what the will of the fu- 
ture emperor might be, he prudently resolved to sus- 
pend, for the present, the execution of his design.— 
Thus the Anmicuty gave the Jews a second respite, 
which continued nearly two years; but they repented 


terly extingoished, and with it all respect for authority, 
both human and divine. 

While Jerusalem was a prey to these ferocious and 
devouring factions, every part of Judea was scourged 
and Jaid waste by bands of robbers and murderers, who 
plundered the towns, and, in case of resistance, slew 
the inhabitants, not sparing either women or children. 
Simon, son of Gioras, the commander ef one of there 
bands, at the head of forty thousand banditti, having 
with some difficulty entered Jerusalem, gave birth to a 
third faction, and the flame of civil discord blazed out 
again, with still more destructive fury. The three fac- 
tions, rendered frantic by drunkenness, rage, and des- 
peration, trampling on heaps of slain, fought against 
each other with brutal savageness and madness. Even 
such as brought sacriGces to the temple were murdered, 
The dead bodies of priests and worshippers, both na- 
tives and foreigners, were heaped together, and a lake 
of blood stagnated in the sacred courts. John of Gis- 
chala, who headed one of the factions, burnt store- 
houses full of provisions ; and Simon, his great antago- 
nist, who headed another of them, soon afterwards fol- 
lowed his example. Thus they cut the very sinewe of 
theirown strength. At this critical and alarming con- 
juncture, intelligence arrived that the Roman ariny 
was appraching the city. The Jews were petrified 
with astonishment and fear; there was no time for 
counsel, no hope of pacification, no means of fight :— 
all was wild disorder and perplexity :—nofhing was to 


/ be heard but ** the confused noise of the werrior,”’— 


nothing to be seen but garments rolled in blood,’ — 
nothing to be expected from the Romuns but signal 
and exemplary vengeance. A ceaseless cry of comba- 


‘ed to Cxsarea, in order to make preparations for his; tunts was heard day and night, and yet the Jamenta- 
While be was thus | 


tions of mourners were stil] more dreadful, The con- 
sternation and terror which now prevailed induced ma- 
ny of the inhabitants to desire that a foreign foe might 
come, and effect their deliverance. Such was the hor- 
rible condition of the place when Titus and his army 
presented themselves, and encamped before Jerusalem ; 





‘but, alas! not to deliver it from its miseries, but to ful- 


not of their crimes, neither were they in the last degree |fil the prediction, and vindicate the benevolent warn- 


The flame of civil dissension again burst 
ut, and with more dreadful fury. In the heart of Je- 
contending for the sovereignty, 


A division of one of these factions 
having been excluded from the city (vide page 26,) for- 
Atbirst for blood, 


; sand fire hundred dead bodies lying in the streets of the 


holy city. They plundered every house, and having 


| Mat. xxiv. 15, 21; Luke xxi. 20, 21. 
and inflamed by revenge, they spared neither age, sex, ‘we do not hesitate to firm were those of the Romans, 
| hor infancy ; and the morning sun beheld e/ghi thou- | who now invested the city. From the time of the Ba- 

bylonian captivity, idolatry hod been held as an abom- 
ination by the Jews. 
"' found the chief priests nanus and Jesus, not only ifested even against the images of their gods and em- 


reclaimed, but rather proceeded to acts of still greater | ing ‘of our Lord: ** When ye see (he had said to his 
disciples) the abomination of desola/ion, spoken of by 
‘the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy place,“ and 
| Jerusalem surrounded by armies (or camps.) then let 
raged against each other with rancorous and destruc- those who are in the midst of Jerusalem depart, and 
‘let not those who are in the country enter into her,’? 


for “then know that the desolation thereof is nigh.” 
These armies, 


This national aversion was man- 





slew them, but, insulting their bodies, cast them forth: perors, which the Rowan armies carried in their stund- 
unburied. -They slaughtered the common people as|srds; so that, in a time of peace, Pilate, and after- 
Enduring to the end faithful ‘to their | Ufeelingly as if they had been a herd of the vilest | wards Vitellius, at the request of some eminent Jews, 
blessed Master, thay: dave, fall credit 16 Moguedié- | beasts, The nobles they first imprisoned, then scourg- | on this account avoided marching their forces through 
tions, and escaped the calamity. Thne were fuldlled | ed, and when they could not by these means attach |Judea, Of the desolaling disposition which now gov- 
the words of our Loup. Mat! uxiv. 1&. Fle that them to their party, they hestowed death upon them as|erned the Roman army, the history of the Jewish War, 
ehall endure unto the end Gi. - te aii of this pre» ‘afavor. Of the higher classes fwelre /housand perished | and especially of the final dewolition Pt ie holy city, 
phecy) shall be saved,” i. e. from the calamities which lita en 


lin this manner ; 
will involve all those who shall continue obstinate in 
unbelief. 


ments of devout admiration, that b istory does not re | 
cord that even one Christian perished in the seige of | 
Jerusalem. 


nor did any one dare to shed a tear, or | presents an awfal and signal ¢xampie. 





utter a groan, openly, through fear of a similar fate.— - 
* Not only was the tempie and the mountein on 


Death, indeed, was the penalty of the lightest and heav- 
‘iest accusations, nor did any escape through the mean- | which it stood accounted holy, but also the whaie city 
Such as fled were | of Jerusalem, and several furlongs of land round about 
Vide Neh. xi. 1; Usaiah ditt. 15 Denice] ix, 24; and 











* s ate ir bi ir poverty. 
oti Such was our Lord’s admonition: ** Let them | nore of their birth, = their pover J oo Ee ta 1 
16, 29 be in Judea fice into the mountains,’ Mat. xxiv. | intercepted and slain: their carcasses Jay in heaps on | it. 


2. all the public roads: every symptom of pity seemed ut- | Mat, xxvii, 43, 






























not captured merely, but, with its celebrated temple, | those days.” (Mat. xxiv. 19.) This dreadful scourge 
jaid inruine. Lest, however, the army of Titus should | at length drove multitudes of the Jews out of the city 
not be sufficiently designated by this expression, our! into the enemy’s camp, where the Romans crucified 


Lord adds, ** Wheresoever the carcase is, there will 
the eagles be gathered together,” Mat, xxiv. 28. The 
Jewish state, indeed, at this time, was fitly compared 
{oa carcass. The sceptre of Jadah, i. e. its civil and 
political authority, the life of its religion, and the glory 
of its temple, were departed. It was, in short, morally 
and judicially dead. The eagle, whose ruling instinct is 
rapine and murder, as fitly represented the Gerce and 
sanguivary temper of the Rowans, and, perhaps, might 
be intended to refer also to the principal Ggure on their 
ensigns, which, however obnoxious to the Jews, were 
at Jength plonted in the midst of the holy city, and fi- 
nally on the temple itself. 

The day on which Titus encompassed Jerusalem, 
was the feast of the Passover ; and it is deserving of the 
very particular attention of the reader, that this was 
the aniversary of that memorable period in which the 
Jews crucified their MrssiaAn! At this season multi- 
tudes came up from all the surrounding country, and 
from distant parts, to keep the festival. How suitable 
and how kind,then,was the prophetic admonition of our 
Lord, and how clearly he saw into futurity when he 
said, ** Let not them that are in the countries enter 
into Jerusslem,” Luke xxi. 21. Nevertheless, the city 


was at this time crowded with Jewish strangers, and | 


foreigners from all parts, so that the whole nation may 
be considered as having been shut up in one prison, 
preparatory to the execution of the Divine vengeance ; 
and, according to Josephus, this event took place sud- 
denly; thus, not only fulflling the predictions of our 
Lord, that these calamities should come, like the swift- 
darting lightning * that cometh out of the east and 
shineth even unto the west,” and ** as a snare on all 
them (the Jews) who dwelt upon the face of the whole 
earth 5°? (Mat. xxiv. 27, and Luke xxi. 35,) but justi- 
fying, also, his friendly direction, that those who fled 
from the place should use the utmost possible expedi- 
tion. 
On the appearance of the Roman army, the factious 
Jews united, and, ruishing furiously out the city, re- 
pulsed the tenth legion, which was with difficulty pre- 
served. Thisevent caused a sbort suspension of hostil- 
ities, and, by opening the gates, gave an opportunity 
to such as were so disposed to make their escape ; 
which before this they could not have attempted with- 
out interruption, from the suspicion that they wished 
to revolt to the Romans. This success inspired the 
Jews with confidence, and they resolved to defend 
their city to the very uttermost ; but it did not prevent 
the renewal of their civil broils. The faction under 
Eleazer having dispersed, and arranged themselves un- 
der the two other leaders John and Simon, there ensu- 
ed ascene of the most dreadful contention, plunder, 
and conflagration: the middle space of the cily being 
burnt, and the wretched inhabitants made the prize of 
the contending parties. The Romans at length gained 
possession of two of the three walls which defended the 
city, and fear once more united the factions. This 
pause to their fury had, however, scarcely begun when 
famine made its ghastly appearance in the Jewish army. 
t had for some time been silently approaching, and 
many of the peaceful and the poor had already perish- 
ed for want of necessaries. With this new calamity, 
strange to relate, the madness of the factions again re- 
tarned, and the city presented anew picture of wretch- 
edness. Impelled by the cravings of hunger, they 
snatched the staff of life out of each other’s hands, and 
many devoured the grain unprepared. Tortures were 
inflicted for the discovery of a handful of meal; wo- 
men forced food from their husbands, and children from 
their fathers, and even mothers from their infants, and 
while sucking children were wasting away in their 
arms, they scrupled not to take away the vital drops 
which sustained them! So justly did our Lord pro- 


nounce a woe on * them that should give suck in 


, them in such numbers, that, as Josephus relates, space 
| was wanted for the croses, and crosses for the captives ; 
and it having been discovered that some of them had 
| swallowed gold, the Arabs and Syrians, who were in- 
corporated in the Roman army, impelled by avarice, 
‘with unexampled cruelty ripped open two thousand of 
the deserters in one night. Titus, touched by these 
calamities, in person entreated the Jews to surrender, 
but they answered him with revilings. Exasperated by 
‘their obstinacy and insolence, he now resolved to sur- 
jround the city by a circumvallation, (a trench of 39 
furlongs in circuit, and strengthened with thirteen tow- 
ers,) which with astonishing activity wae effected by 
| the soldiers in three days. Thus was fulfilled another 
of our Lord’s predictions, for he had said, while ad- 
dressing this devoted city, ** Thine enemies shall cast 
a trench aboul thee, and compass thee round about, and 
keep thee in on erery side.” Luke xix. 43, As no 
supplies whatever could now enter the walls, the fam- 
‘ine rapidly extended itself, and, increasing in horror, 
| devoured whole families. The tops of houses, and the 
| recesses of the city, were covered with the carcasses of 
, women, children, and aged men. The young men ap- 
| peared Jike spectres in the places of public resort, and 
fel} down lifeless in the streets. 





The dead were too 


formance of this office. 
great for lamentation. 


tombs, and stripped the dead of their grave-clothes, 
with an unfeeling and wild Jaughter. They tried the 
edges of their swords on their carcasses, and even on 
some that were yet breathing; while Simon Gioras chose 
this melancholy and awful period to manifest the deep 
malignity and cruelty of bis nature in the execution of 
the High Priest Matthias, and his three sons, whom he 
caused to be condemned as favorers of the Romans.— 
The father, in consideration of his having opened the 
city gates to Simon, begged that he might be executed 
previously to his children; but the unfeeling tyrant 
gave orders that he should be dispatched in the last 
place, and in his expiring moments insultingly asked 
him, whether the Romans could then relieve him. 

(To be continued.) 


———> + eo 
FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 
A DREAM. 
“The prophet that hath a dream, 


let him tell a dream.” 





Having devoted some time to the serious contempla- 
tion of weighty subjects, which relate to a hereafter 
state, about which our Jearned clergy so much preach 


when sleep gently drew the curtain of forgetfulness 
over ine, leaving my imagination free to wander as the 
multitude of subjects previously contemplated, might 
lead, when reason and judgment Lad become dor- 
ment. 

The first scene which arrested my attention was a 
vast host of clergymen, dressed in etuperfine, soft rai- 
ment; showing, by their countenances, that neither 
the stall nor the vine was their sfep-mother. These 
were busily employed in going from house to house, 
and with the most pitiful visages, and plaintive voices, 














UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE 
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were begging from the rich and the poor, the wise and 
simple every farthing possible, beseeching every one to 
spare a little, urging that the souls of millions of people, 
wany thousand miles off, could be saved from the tin. 
dictive vengeance of their Creator and Preserver, by 
means of these donations. J saw these clergy go into 
kitchens and beg money of maids, who labor hard for a 
small pitance; and their language was so plaintive, s9 
softening; and the hearts of those laborious females 
were so tender, and quick of sensibility, that these beg- 
gars actually sueceeded in obtaining no small] propor. 
tion of their earnings. I was so affected at this tight 
that I wept; for though it was a dream, yet reason wag 
enough in exercise to assist in reflecting, that those 
clergy were richly dressed and plentifully fed, while 
hands were as delicate as the hand of an infant, not be- 
ing stiffened or hardened by labor; but the poor, in- 
dustrious maids were in mean apparel, and their bands 
and fingers were so stiff, that they could but awk ward- 
ly put their bard ewrned shillings into the delicate 
hands of these ministers. 

l saw Jikewise, these beggars, go to little children 
and plead with them to drink their coffee ond tea with 
out sugar, and get their purents to give them as many 
cents a week as their sugar would cost, that they 
might give the money lo the minisers, that they might 
lay it out in saving the soule of men from the vengeance 
of God. Indignation now prevented my tears. | 


numerous to be interred, and many expired in the per- could not suppress my resentment. T (hought | step- 
The public calamity was too| ped up to one of these orthodox beggars, and told bin 
Silence, and, as it were, a black | 
and deadly night, overspread the city. But even such |rank deceiver and hypocrite. 
ascene could not awe the robbers; they spoiled the | 


plainly and directly, that I really beliewed him to be a 
He stared me in the 
face, and | him in his assternly. Ina moment | broke 
the silence, and asked bim whither be was not ashan.ed 
to deprive little children of those agreeable relishes, 
which the kind God of nature bad rendered both pala- 
table and nourishing? The ghost!y hypocrite began to 
mutter over some incoherent sentences re-pecting save 
ing the immortal souls of the heathen from gving to 
hell; when I interrupted him, and asked hiss to show 
me his authority for pretending that the eternai wel- 
fare of immortal souls depended on a Jiltle money 
which he could get from the hand of hard labor, or 
from the tea and coffee cups of little innocent children? 
His countenance now fell, and he cast his eyes toward 
the ground, as if he felt guilty—I improved the mo- 
ment and the occasion to draw his attention to another 
question. JTasked him what he meant by the dblas- 
phemous pretention of saving souls from the vindictive 
wrath of God? which pretention supposed that God, 
the Creator and Preserver of men, was their deadly 
enemy, and that he and hia brother beggars were en- 
gaged in saving men from the enmity of God, 

As is usual] in dreams, this seene seemed to vanish; 
when I saw the clergy with each a bag in his hand, 
with the following label—Missionary Rag Bag. saw 
them travelling from place to place, begging rags of 
every person they met; pleading, with tears ip their 
eyes, at if they were in an agony, saying, thata few 
rags might be the means, by the blessing of God, of 


(saving an immortal soul frow the divine wrath to all 
and cenverse, and about which there is so much con- | 
cern among the good people of these United States ;— | so moved with these intreaties, that they searched thei 
and having contemplated the means which are practis- | houses, from garret to cellar, to find rags to save im- 
ed to procure money for the purpose of saving the souls | mortal souls! As! seemed to muse on this scene, I 
of the heathen from the divine vengeance, in the next| recollected the following words; Rev. i. 5, “* Unto 
world, | became fatigued with the multitude of thonghts, | 


eternity. | dreamed that women and children were 


him that Joved us, and washed us from our sins in his 
own blood.” Within myself } then reflected—what 
has money or what has rags to do in the work of man’s 
eternal salvation? ! also recollected the words of Pe- 
ter to Simon, Acts viii. 20, ** Thy money perish with 
thee, beeause thou bast thought that the gift of God 
may be purchased with money.” Such were the 
emotions of pity for my deceived fellow mortals, and of 
indignation towards these deceivers, that l awoke—and 
behold it was a dream. H. B. 





The man that wandereth out of the way of under 





standing chal) remain im the congregation of the dead. 
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inte- 


ga Mrs. Maria Lowiusene tas 


ly been excommunicated in the city of New-York, 





for a disbelief of the endless misery of some of man- 


kind. 
and the proceedings of the church, in relation to her 


The following are her lettter to Dr. Spring, 


excommunication. 

Nxrw-York, JANvARY 31, 1822. 
Rer. Dr. Spring, 

Sir, —Some time has elapsed since our last meeting, 
which took place at your house, upon the subject of 
my differing in faith upon some points of doctrine from 
the church of which I had Jong been a member. Since 
that period, | have searched the scriptures with pray- 
erful attention, | hope, with an eye single to the glory 
of God, and thiuk | feel rather convinced of the truth 
than fallacy of the doctrine | at that time advocated. 
fan well aware that as | am not allied by faith, it is 
pot proper for me to remain longer a member of the 
church over which you preside; and if consistent, 
would solicit a dismission, rather than submit to a pub- 
lic trial, (which | am informed is expected to take 
place) and hope my name may be withdrawn, without 
giving offence, in love. 

Although we now differ in some points, we are as- 
sured the lime is coming, when all shall be taught of 
God, whow to know ts eternal life; when that glorious 
period arrives, we shall confess One Lord, One Faith, 
One Beptism, One God and Father of all. My mind 
has at times been painfully exercised on the reflection 
of being denied fellowship, and communion with the 
church, ata time when my heart was more than ever 
filled with love and gratitude to my Creator, for the 
manifestation of bis love to man, and | auticipated much 
pleasure in commemorating that love, which led the 
Father to send his Son to be the Saviour of the world. 

“Ithough | was not personally acquainted with any 
of the members, still J] felt an attachment for them as 
but in the midst of these trials, the Lord has 
graciously supported me. On opening his Word of 
Truth, he has euabled me to feed by faith upon the 
bread of life; he has pointed me to the Lamb of God, 
that taketh away the sin of the world; on him I cast 
my care, for | know that he careth for me. I lately 
heard you preach a sermon on the atonement, the most 
of which was truly consoling. Your reasoning and 
proofs upon its extents and fulness, were unanswerable; 
but when you endeavored to show its limited applica- 
tion, ! could not reconcile it with many scriptural de- 
clarations—such as, ‘* He is the propitiation for our 
sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole 
world. Therefore we both labor and suffer reproach, 
because we trust in the living God, who is the Saviour 
of all men, (as well as) specially of them that believe. 
For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our 
Saviour, who will have all men to be saved, and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one 
God, and one Mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all, 
te be testified in due time. For the earnest expecta- 
tion of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the 
sons of God. For the creature was made subject to 
Vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath 
subjected he same in hope :—because the creature it- 
self also shall be delivered from the bondage of corrup- 
fion, into the glorious liberty of the children of God.— 
For we know that the whole creation groaneth [or ev- 
ery creature] and travaileth in pain together until now ; 
and not only éhey, but ourselves also, which have the 
frst-fruits of the Spirit, [believers] even we ourselves, 
Froan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, 
the redemption of our body.” 

These, and many other declarations, I think, go far 
to show, that the atonement will prove efficacious to 
al] for whom it was intended; and that the purpose for 
which the Saviour came, will be accomplished. He 
bays, “ I came not to judge the world, but to save the 


Brethren : 








183. 


ani 





world.”? That he came to “* seek and to save that 
which was lost; and that he finished the work his 
Father gave him todo, The apostle tells us, that * if 
while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by 
the death of bis Son, much more being reconciled, we 
shall be saved by his life.” That “ there is no other 
name given under heaven, whereby we must be saved, 
but the name of Jesus. Thouw shalt call his name Je- 
sus, because he shall save his people from their sins.” 
Are we not all his people by creation and redemption ? 
[though not by faith.] ‘* Thy people shall be willing 
in the day ofthy power. Thou hast given him power 
over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as ma- 
ny as thou hast given him. The heathen thine inheri- 
tance, and the uttermost part of the earth thy posses- 
sion.’ The Psalmist, when exhorting all] the earth to 
praise the Lord, says, ** We are his people, and the 
sheep of his pasture, He is good ¢o all, and his lender 
mercies are over all his works.» Paul declares, ** We 
are also his offspring.’ The apostle tells us, that ** as 
by the offence of one, judgment came upon all men 





unto condemnation; even so by the righteousness of 


that make for our peace, and strangers from the cove- 
nants of promise, having no hope, and without God in 


the world ; and we suffer the misery consequent upoh 
unbelief. “If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful.” 
What if some did not believe ? shall their unbelief make 
the faith of God without effect ? God forbid, yea, let 
God be true, but every mau a liar:—no man can say 
that Jesus is Lord, but by the Holy Ghost :—when the 
Spirit takes of the things of Jesus, and showe them un- 
to us, we shall believe his testimony. We cannot love 
the character of God until we know him. ‘* He who: 
loveth not, knoweth not God, for Gop 18s Love. Here- 
in is love, not that we love God, but that he Joved us. 
There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out 
fear, because fear hath torment. We love him because 
he first loved us.”” Thus it appears to me. We read, 
“ Thon hast put al] things in subjection under his feet.. 
But now, we see not all things yet put under him; but 
we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the 
angels, for the suffering of death crowned with glory. 
and honor, that he by the grace of God should taste 
death for every man. For as much then as the child- 


one, the free gift came upon all men unto justification! ren are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself’ 


of life. 
be wade alive.’ It appears from these passages, that 
the free gilt is as extensive as the offence. We read, 
‘“* The grace of God which bringeth salvation to all 
men hath appeared, [but not yet to all men] teaching 
us, that, denying ungodliness aud worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously and godly in this pre- 
sent world.”’ 

The question naturally arises, Why are some brought 
to a knowledge of the truth, whilst others are left to 
their own blindness, and bardness of bard? Our Sa- 
viour was asked hy bis disciples, why he taught in par- 
ables; be replied, ‘* Unto you it is given to know the 
mysteries of the kingdom of Heaven, but to thew it is 
not,” &.—** Even so Father, for so it seemeth good in 
thy sight,”? &c.—** As itis written, Behold, [lay m Si- 
on a stumbling stone and rock cf offence,’ Mc. But, 
** have they stambled that they should fall 2? God (for- 
bid.’ [I think Romans xi. throws great light on the 
subject.| ** For God bath conciuded them all in un- 
belief, that he might have mercy on all.” Well aight 
the apostle break out in this rapturous exclamation, **O! 
the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowl- 
edge of God ; how unsearchable his judgments, and his 
ways past finding out: Under these considerations 


he says, ** I beseech yon, therefore, by the mercies of | 
| God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, ho- 


ly, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable ser- 
vice.” The apostle to the Ephesians says, ‘* Having 
made known unto us the mystery of tis will, according 
to his good pleasure, which he hath purposed in him- 
self; that in the dispensation of the fulness of times, he 
might gather together in one, al) things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven, and which are on earth, even in 
him; in whom also we have obtained an inheritauce, 
being predestinated according to the purpose of him 
who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will ; 
that we should be to the praise of his glory, who first 
trusted in Christ; in whom ye also érusted, after thot 
ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; 
in whom also, afier that ye believed, ye were sealed 
with that holy spirit «f promise, which is the earnest of 
our inberitance, until the redemption of the purchased 
possession, unto the praise of his glory.” 

It appears that the mystery of God’s will, is, that he 
might gather together in one all things in Christ, &c.— 
He saye, ** After that ye heard the word of /ruth, the 
gospel of your salvation, ye believed.”” ‘The gospel of 
their salvation, was a truth as wuch before, as after they 
believed it; otherwise, faith creates the ohject of our 
belief. The record that God has given of his Son, is, 
that in bim ** we have eternal life ;” [this is a truth,} 
if we believe it not, we make Godaliar. 1 Jobnv. 
11. So long as we disbelieve this truth, we are in a 
state of condemnation; being ignorant of the things 





As in Adam all die, even so, in Christ shall all |ikewise took part of the same; that through death he 


might destroy him that had the power of death, that’ 
is the devil; and deliver them who through fear of 
death were all their life-time subject to bondage.”"— 
It appears, those spoken of as being all their life-time: 
subject to bondage through fear of death, were wnbe-- 
lierers ; yet Christ came to deliver them. 

I am taught that, ** by the deeds of the law sbal! no; 
flesh be justifed.”’ That “‘had there been a law 
which could have given life, verily righteousnes should: 
have been by the law. We are saved by grace through. 
faith, and that not of ourselves, it is the gift of God.--- 
Not of works, lest any man should boast.” That: 
** Christ hath redeewed as from the curse of the law,. 
being made a curse for us.” When we all like sheep 
had gone astray, the ** Lord Jaid upon bim the oniqui- 
ty of us all. ‘That be suffered, the just for the unjust. 
His soul wat made an offering for sin. He was delive 
ered for our offences, and was raised again for our jus- 
tification.” Therefore, ** being now justified by his- 
bleod, we shall be saved from wrath through him.”’— 
[The knowledge of these facts gives us peace ; or by 
faith, we have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus. 
Christ.] if! know wy own heart, upon this founda- 


tion rests my hope,—the sufferings, death, and resur- 


rection of the Redeemer. ** Even the righteousness of 
God, which is by faith of Jesus Christ, unto all, and 
upon all them that believe ; for there is no difference ; 
for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God ;. 
being justified freely by his grace, through the redemp- 
tion that is in Christ Jesus: whom God hath set forth,. 
lo be a.propitiation, through faithgin his blood, to de-. 
clare his righteousness, for the remission of sins that are, 
past, through the forbearance of God; that he might be 
just, and the justifier of bim that believeth in Jesus.— 
Where is boasting then? What God hath cleansed,. 
call not thou common” or unclean. Under a realizing. 
sense of these truths, | am constrained to say, with Pe- 
ter, ** For as much then ae God hath given unto them 
[the world,] the like gifts as he has unto us who be- 
lieve on the Lord, what am |, that | should withstand’ 
God? Who hath made me to differ from those that: 
see not the things that make for their peace ?” 

I know not that it is necessary to say more. Whatl: 
have. written appeare to me to be the truth, When I. 
hear the restitution of all things spoken of by all God's 
holy prophets, [Acts iii. 21,] end the declaration of Je- 
hevah to Abraham, saying, ** In thy seed shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed ;” and again, * | have 
-worn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth, 
righteousness, and shall not return, that unto me every. 
knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear, surely shall 
say, In the Lord have I righteousness and strength, to: 
him shall come,” &c. | am fully persuaded he ix able- 
to perform what he hat promised, and that he will de. 








MAGAZINE. 






UNIVERSALIST 


Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Maria Townsend be excommunicated 
from this Church, and that the first public annunciation 
of this sentence be made the ensuing Lord’s day. 

Ordered, That the following minutes be made in the 
| above ease, 

Whereas Maria Townsend hath been, by sufficient | 
proof, convicted of persevering disbelief of the doctrine | 
erlasting punishment of the wicked, and after | 
obstinately refused to} 


134 
all his pleasure. We are told, ** The las/ enemy shall 
be destroyed, Death. So when this corruptible shall 
have put on incorryption, and this mortal shall have 
put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the 
saying, Death is swallowed up in victory. The Lord 
God w.1l wipe away tears from off allfaces. O death, 
where is thy sting? O grave, where ts thy victory ?— 
The sting of death is sin, but thanks be to God who! 
giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ.” | of the ev bi 
How can I reconcile these consoling declarations) much admonition and prayer, ob 
with the doctrine of endless misery! If these senti- | hear the Church, and hath manifested no evidence of | 


ments be erroneous, my undersfanding must be con- | repentance, therefore, in the name, and by the author- 
vinced before | can renounce them. lity of the Lord Jesus Christ, this Session pronounce her | 

















] have endeavor- | 








ed to give a reason of the hope that is in me, I trust 
with meekness and fear. M. T. 
P. 5S. Since writing the above, I have received a ci- 
tation {o appear before the Session on Monday, the 
11th inst. which I decline doing, as J have written all I 
have to say, presuming this will be laid before the 


Session. 





New York, FEBRvARY ], 1822. 
Mrs. Maria Townsend, 

Dear Madam,—It has become our painful duty, as a 
Committee appointed by the Session of the Brick Pres- 
byterian Church, to cite you, and we do hereby cite 
you, to appear before the Session of said Church, on 
Monday, the 11th inst. at fonr o’clock, P. M. in the 
Session room of said Church, to answer to the charge 
of Persevering disbelief of the Doctrine of the Everlast- 
ing punishment of the wicked. 

‘The testimony to prove the charge, is your own con- 
Affectionately yours, 


i. W. BULKLEY, 
STEPHEN LOCKWOOD, 


fession, 


Sie 
Signed, : Commitlee. 





New-York, Fesrvary 16, 1822. 
Mrs. Maria Townsend, 
Madam,—I am directed by the Session of the Brick 
Presbyterian Church, to transmit to you the following 
extract from their minutes. 


-2i a meeting of the Session of the Brick Presbyterian 
» Church, Monday, February 4, 1822. 


The moderator laid before the Session a written com- 
munication from Mrs. Maria Townsend, dated Jan. 31, 
1822, in which she attempted. to defend the error she 
has embraced ; acknowledged the receipt of the cita- 
tion, but declining to appear personally before the Ses- 
sion, observing that in this communication she had ex- 
pressed to the Session all she had to say. 

Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Mrs. Townsend be, and hereby is, 
suspended from the sealing ordinances of this Church. 

Resolved, That the case of Mrs. Townsend be refer- 
red to the Presbytery of New-York, for their advice, 

J am, madam, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Signed. H. W. BULKLEY, 
Clerk of Session of B. P. Church, N. Y. 


New-York, June 29, 1822. 
Mrs. Maria Townsend, 

Madam,~It has become my duty to transmit to you, 
the following extract from the minutes of the Session 
of the Brick Presbyterian Church in Beekman-street. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Signed. H. W. BULKLEY, 
Clerk of Session. 


At a meeting of the Session of the Brick Church, Beek- 
man-streel, held in Session Room, Friday, June 28, 
1822, 


The Committeg in the case of Mrs. Maria Townsend, 
reported, That they bad called on Mrs. T. and made a 
last effort to convince her of her error, and they regret 
to say, that their efforts were without any salutary 
effect. 





To weep for the buds it had left with regret, 





to be excluded from the communicn of the Church. 
Ordered, That the Clerk furnish Mrs. ‘Townsend | 
with a copy of the above proceedings in her case. 





Memorandum taken by a friend of Mrs. Townsend. 
The annunciation threatened in letter of 29th June, 





was made the day following, [Sunday] by Dr. Spring, 


from the pulpit, as near as my recollection serves me, | 


in the following words— — 


‘It has become my painful duty, to announce that | 


Mrs. Maria Townsend, a member of this church, has ! 
for two years past, persevered in denying the doctrine | 


of the everlasting punishment of the wicked, and has! 
presented ber children for dedication, at the place of; 


pretended worshy, where the doctrine is taught that 


the wicked will be saved as well as the righ/eous.”” 





Ss a ee eee ‘ 


SELECTED. | 
} 
| 


THE ROSE. | 


The Rose had been wash’d, just wash’d in a shower, | 
Which Mary to Anna convey’d, | 
The plentiful moisture incumber'd the flower, 
And weigh’d down its beautiful head. 
The cup was al] fill’d, and the Jeaves were al] wet, | 
And it seem’d to a fanciful view, 


On the flourishing bush where it grew. 


I hastily seiz’d it, unfit as it was, 

For a nosegay, so dripping and drown’d, 
And swinging it eudely, too rudely, alas ! 

I snapp’d it, it fell to the ground. 


And such, !} exclaim’d, is the pitiless part 
Some act by the delicate mind, 

Regardless of wringing and breaking a heart 
Already to sorrow resign’d. 


This elegant Rose, had I shaken it Jess, 
Might have bloom’d with its owner a while, 
And the tear that is wip’d with a little address, 
May be follow’d perhaps by a smile. 


-_-———_—9 7 oo 
THE NIGHTINGALE AND GLOW-WORM. 


A Nightingale, that all day long 

Had cheer’d the village with his song, 
Nor yet at eve his note suspended, 
Nor yet when eventide was ended, 
Began to feel, as well he might, 

The keen demands of appetite ; 
When, looking eagerly around, 

He spied far off, upon the ground, 

A something shining in the dark, 
And knew the Glow- Worm by his spark ; 
So, stooping down from hawthorn top, 
He thought to put bim in his crop. 
The worm, aware of his intent, 


'tinually talking to her children of hell. 





Harangu’d bim thus, right eloguent— 





Did you admire my lamp, quoth he, 
As much as I your minstrelsy, 

You would abhor to do me wrong, 
As much as | to spoil your song ; 

For ’twas the self-same pow’r divine 
Taught you to sing, and me to shine; 
That you with music, I with light, 
Might beautify and cheer the night, 
The songster heard his short oration, 
And, warblicg out his approbation, 
Releas’d him, as my story tells, 

And found a supper some where else, 


Hence jarring sectaries may learn 
Their real int’rest to discern; 
That brother should not war with brother, 
And worry and devour each other ; 
But sing and shine by sweet consent, 
Till life’s poor transient night is spent, 
Respecting in each others case 
The gifts of nature and of grace. 


Those Christians best deserve the name 
Who studionsly make peace their aim; 
Peace, both the duty and the prize 
Of him that creeps and him that fies, 





ORDINATION. 


On Wednesday, [21st inst.] Br. Benjamin Whitte- 
more will be ordained in Scituate. as Pastor ef the first 
Universalist Societies in Scituate and Hanson. There 
will be two services on that day. The firet will com 
mence in the morning at half past 10 o’clock, and the 
ordination service in the afternoon at 2 o'clock. 

Br. Hosea Ballou, of Boston, will deliver a disconree 
in the morning, and Br. Thomas Jones, of Gloucester, 
the Ordination sermon in the afternoon, ‘The Rev, 
Clergy are invited to attend. 
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ANECDOTE. 


There was once a superstitious mother who was con- 
She described 
it to them as a place that God had builded with high, 
broad, thick walls, and filled with an incaleulable 
quantity of burning brimstone ; and she often declared 
‘that it was one of the most useful] sections of the Uni- 
verse, which cost the divine Being as much labor, as 
heaven or earth. One of her children, happening to 
cast its eye once upon the first verse of the first chap- 
ter of Genesis, turned to its mother and said, ] bere 
read that ** in the beginning God crested the heaven 
and the earth ;’ why do J not read that he, as you say, 
created hell also? The mother confounded, stammered 
a while for a reply, but finally reprimanded her child 
for asking such a wicked question. 
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MARRIED, 

In this city, by the Rev. Mr. Dwight, Mr. Layman 
Thurston to Mrs. Delia Mayo, of Brewster. 

By the Rev. Mr. Lowell, Mr. Andrew Green to Mrs. 
Mary Ann Green. 

By the Rev. Mr. Wilder, Mr. Stephen Faulkner to 
Miss Abigail Rea. 

In Charlestown, by the Rev. Mr. Whittemore, of 
Cambridgeport, Mr. Samuel Stedman, of the latter, to 
Miss Martha Rassel]l, of the former place. 

DIED, 

In this city, Miss Susanna B, Bazin, daughter of Mr. 
Abraham B. 

Master Gamaliel Fish, son of Mr. Levi F. of Hanson, 
aged 18. 

In Scituate, 











Mass. on the 26th of April last, Mrs. 


| Thankful Simmons, consort of Mr. Samuel S, aged 61. 








